
   Sustainable Silicon Valley     
Water Workshop 

AGENDA 
Water Sustainability in Silicon Valley: A Vision for the Future 

 
April 26, 2004 

Hosted by NASA Ames Research Center, Moffett Field, CA 
 
Time  Agenda Element    Topic/s      Speaker/s 

       
7:45 am – 8:30 Registration and 

Coffee/Conversation/visit vendors, 
displays 

  

8:30 – 8:40 Welcoming Remarks/Program 
Introduction 

  

8:40 – 9:05 
9:05 – 9:10 Q&A  

First Keynote Speaker Setting the Stage: 
Water Sustainability – 
CalEPA Perspective 

Speaker: Jim Branham, 
Undersecretary, CalEPA  

9:10 – 9:35 
9:35 – 9:40 Q&A 

Second Keynote Speaker Setting the Stage: 
Water Sustainability – 
Legislative Perspective 

Assemblyman John Laird 
 

9:40 – 9:45 Transition to Panel 1   
9:45 – 10:30 
 
 

Panel 1 
Setting the stage – Macro Level 
Description of what's going on 
outside the Valley that will have 
implications for the Valley's 
health/future. How does the Valley 
fit in the larger landscape? 

CalFed, State Water 
Project, State-wide 
water issues, SCVWD, 
Hetch Hetchy, Changes 
in Federal funding? 

Three Panelists: 
1 Tim Parker, California 
Groundwater Resources 
Association 
2 Tom Graff, 
Environmental Defense  
3 Patricia Martel, 
General Manager, SFPUC 

10:30 – 10:40 Q&A   
10:40 – 10:50  Break   
10:50 -  11:50 Panel 2  

Panelists from the Water supply, 
Environmental NGO, Business and 
Political arenas will share their views 
on the current state of affairs, the 
issues facing the Valley, and what 
will need to happen in the future to 
move toward sustainability from 
their sector’s perspective.  Differing 
perspectives will help spur thinking 
and later discussion. 

The Valley's 
environmental health 
and the long-term water 
quality and supply needs 
of the area's natural 
systems (also human 
health issues?). 
Existing water 
management efforts and 
planning activities. 
Current water use 
practices, conservation 
efforts, and long term 
water use goals and 
concerns. 
Political and fiscal 
context. 

Four Panelists: 
1 Mary Ellen Dick, City 
of San Jose  
2 Jennifer Clary, 
Program Associate, Clean 
Water Action  
3 Keith Whitman, Santa 
Clara Valley Water District  
4 Jim Messelbeck, 
Genentech  

11:50 – 12:00 Q&A   
12:00 – 12:15 Break/Time to visit demos/displays   
12:15 – 12:25 Seated and Served Lunch   
12:25 – 12:50 Luncheon Keynote Future Visions Speaker: Peter Gleick, 

Pacific Institute  



12:50 – 1:00  Q&A   
12:45 – 1:00 Break and transition to concurrent 

facilitated breakout sessions – What 
is “Sustainability” in the following 
contexts? 

  

   
 

 

1:00 – 2:00 Sustainability and Quantity 
 
Session Format: 
Table-top discussions with Session 
Facilitator and Recorder/s: 
3-4 Tables per Room Several tables: 
6-8 Individuals per table with 
spokesperson/recorder for each table
 
Session Questions: 
 
 
 
 
Facilitator: Christina Swanson 

Session Goals:  
1) ID Stakeholders 
needs, goals, ambitions, 
related to factor 
2) Draft a consensus 
definition of water 
resources sustainability 
in terms of factor 
3) Develop strategies to 
increase water 
sustainability in terms of 
factor 
4) ID links, parallels to 
other factors 
 

Issues: 
Local precipitation 
Regional precipitation  
Local Storage  
Imported Water 
Allocations -  
San Luis Reservoir  
Environmental water 
Allocations 
Imported Water 
Constraints   
Groundwater Basin Yield 
Limitations – Subsidence 
Water Conservation/Water 
Use Efficiency 
Recycled Water  
Infrastructure Constraints 
Drought 
Conjunctive Use 
 

1:00 – 2:00 Sustainability and Quality 
 
Session Format: 
Table-top discussions with Session 
Facilitator and Recorder/s: 
3-4 Tables per Room Several tables: 
6-8 Individuals per table with 
spokesperson/recorder for each table
 
Session Questions: 
 
Facilitator: Greg Zlotnick  

Session Goals:  
1) ID Stakeholders 
needs, goals, ambitions, 
related to factor 
2) Draft a consensus 
definition of water 
resources sustainability 
in terms of factor 
3) Develop strategies to 
increase water 
sustainability in terms of 
factor 
4) ID links, parallels to 
other factors 

Issues: 
CAL-FED 
Delta Issues – THMs 
Groundwater Basin 
Emerging Contaminants 
(Perchlorate, EDCs, etc.) 
Treatment Issues 
Treatment Costs 
Desalination  
Recycled Water Quality – 
Advanced Water treatment 
 

1:00 – 2:00 Sustainability and Reliability 
 
 
 
Session Questions: 
 
 
Facilitator: Tim Bishop 

Session Goals:  
1) ID Stakeholders 
needs, goals, ambitions, 
related to factor 
2) Draft a consensus 
definition of water 
resources sustainability 
in terms of factor 
3) Develop strategies to 
increase water 
sustainability in terms of 
factor 
4) ID links, parallels to 
other factors 

Issues: 
Uncertainties of:  
• adequate supply given 

competing needs for 
water (other 
consumptive use, other 
environmental needs) 

• adequate supply given 
an increasing state-
wide population 

• adequate supply given 
emerging contaminant 
concerns (curtailed use 
from source) 



• adequate quality 
considering source, 
cost, demand and 
technology 
limitations/demands 

Infrastructure Investment 
and Financing. 
Infrastructure vulnerability 
to seismic events, 
sabotage and 
deterioration.  
Infrastructure 
enhancement and 
maintenance. 

2:00 – 2:10  Break   
2:10 – 2:40 Summaries of Breakout session 

dialogs (10 min each) 
  

2:40 – 3:15 Large group discussion of summaries   
3:15 – 3:45 Concluding Keynote  Speaker: Stan Williams,  

CEO Santa Clara Valley 
Water District 

3:45 – 3:55 Q&A   
3:55 – 4:00 Thank participants, presenters, 

sponsors, etc.  Adjourn 
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